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Part of Palgrave’s “Gender, Development and Social Change” series, Bodies in Resistance by 
Wendy Harcourt comprises activist and academic accounts of people—bodies, resisting different 
manifestations of oppression related to and/or brought about by neoliberalist practices. The volume 
offers essays of interdisciplinary research on key feminist issues, such as sexual health and 
reproductive rights, human and civil rights, global advocacy, masculinities, and different ways of 
“doing feminism” (3), among others. While the majority of studies in the field provide 
systematic—and, more often than not, universalising—expositions of the aforementioned, the 
collection invites authors to develop and locate their work within their different political, structural, 
cultural and discursive contexts, namely that of Brazil, Colombia, India, Iran, Mexico, Nepal, 
Turkey, Nicaragua, East Africa, and Latin America. 
Adopting a reflexive learning process—that is “respecting differences of approach, age, 
experience, gender, race and education” (11), the volume consists of an introduction and two parts 
(with seven and eight chapters respectively), and is organised in line with the diverse approaches 
to knowledge and experiences of bodies in resistance. Part I examines place-based experiences of 
feminist movements with reference to academic discourses on body politics; Part II focuses on the 
contributors’ personal experiences of bodies in resistance from their involvement in academia, 
advocacy, and policy struggles. 
In the introduction (Chapter 1), Wendy Harcourt, Silke Heumann and Aniseh Asya lay out 
the goal of the discussions and, thus, the volume as a whole: bridging of the gap between academia 
and activism. The introduction successfully establishes the interrelationship between neoliberalism, 
“as the dominant ideology of today’s phase of capitalism” (7), and the body/ies resisting it, 
highlighting how political struggles are gendered and have gendered the body. Building on 
Foucault’s notion of power and knowledge, the introduction underscores the importance of 
“rethinking, reclaiming and repositioning bodies” (10-11) as ways of challenging and resisting the 
different forms that neoliberalism has taken.  
The seven chapters that follow delve into the politics of place in relation to gender, 
movements and bodies, as these have played out within the specific locales of Colombia, Mexico, 
India, Nepal, Iran, Turkey and Nicaragua. Focusing on the municipality of Madrid, Colombia, the 
second chapter, co-authored by Juliana Flórez Flórez and others, examines the impact capitalism 
and industrialisation have had on the land, as well as on the bodies of women workers. The essay 
traces the encouraging changes the Escuela de Mujeres de Madrid and their eco-feminist activity 
brought about on the land, on the women’s bodies, and on the experience of their bodies. In like 
manner, in the third chapter Daniela M. Gloss explores the politics of place of the Ecologist 
Women of La Huizachera Cooperative (COMEH) in Mexico, where bodies are understood as 
spaces and instruments of social production. The essay considers how COMEH, by supporting the 
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construction of domestic and community gardens with ecological technologies, contributed to 
amending not only the soil of the region but also the social status of the women of the co-op.  
The four chapters that follow provide representative case studies of biopolitics in India, 
Nepal, Iran, Turkey. Chapter 4 looks into the intersections of the feminist movement with other 
movements in India that address issues related to gender and sexuality. Manisha Desai analyses 
the ways in which queer, sex worker, and transgender movements not only inform but also 
reinforce each other. Kumud Rana in the fifth chapter, spotlighting the male-dominated political 
arena of Nepal, demonstrates the relation of the—female—body to the right of citizenship, the 
obstacles to obtain the latter, and the ways in which women in Nepal plead for gender equality and 
their rights as mothers.  
Chapters 6 and 7, reflecting on family planning and abortion legislation respectively, 
revolve around the impact of Islamic law and ethics on (bio)politics in Iran and Turkey. On the 
one hand, as Aniseh Asya explains, family-planning volunteer organisations and women advocates 
of gender justice in Iran, by adopting a realistic stance towards the gendered roles stipulated by 
the Islamic state, have managed to ameliorate women’s existing conditions (128). On the other 
hand, Chapter 7, building on the Foucauldian notion of biopolitics, where the (woman’s) body 
transforms into a political space, records the pro-family policies of Turkey’s conservative Justice 
and Development Party (AKP). Aimed at balancing the country’s demographics (143), these 
policies have resulted in the marginalisation of women’s individual rights (153). In this, one of the 
most representative essays of the volume, co-authors Cevahil Ozgüler and Betül Yarar draw 
attention to the ways in which neoliberalist ideology has been adapted to serve AKP’s nationalist-
Islamist tenets, and, in so doing, underscore the resistance posed by activist groups towards the 
abortion law. 
In the closing chapter of Part I, Silke Heumann and others take us back to Central America, 
Nicaragua, in order to explore the inclusion of transgender people and politics in the Nicaraguan 
feminist movement. The study is structured by dialogues with transgender and cisgender feminists; 
similar to Chapter 4, it explores the auspicious prospect of movement intersection and inclusion, 
while exposing the essentialist views adopted by both trans- and cisgender feminists.  
Part II, “Points of View on Gender Politics, Rights and Bodies in Resistance,” comprises 
engrossing personal accounts of the authors who, as advocates and/or academics, have been 
involved in diverse aspects of body politics. In the ninth chapter of the book, Wendy Harcourt 
speaks from the privileged position of a feminist working in gender and development policy and 
advocacy, and discusses the social issues brought to the fore due to feminists’ engagement with 
the body, and the co-optation of feminist understandings of the body in development practices. 
The chapter that follows constitutes a trialogue, in which Sara Vida Coumans, Wendy Harcourt, 
and Loes Keysers explore the intergenerational positioning and shifts on body politics, and sexual 
and reproductive health and rights (SRHR). The conversation could certainly be read alongside 
the collection’s introduction, since it presents the reader with key feminist points in an effort to 
“[adapt] feminist methodological tools of self-awareness and reflexivity to the process of academic 
knowledge production” (214).  
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The next two chapters may be understood as responses to the above exchange. In Chapter 
11, Rishita Nandagiri offers three open letters that lay out for older generations of feminists the 
challenges younger feminists encounter today and ponder the need and problematics of handing 
down the legacy of older feminists and creating space for younger ones. For his part, Jan Reynders 
in Chapter 12 poses the question “Where are the Men?” in an effort to discuss the ways in which 
patriarchy oppresses men and boys, while reflecting on manhood, masculinities, and gender justice. 
Reynders’ engaging essay notes not only the increasing participation of men in gender equality 
debates, but also the potential outcome of this shift.  
Chapters 13 and 14 centre on Latin America: the first apropos of human rights, the second 
dealing with new epistemologies of (decolonial) feminism. In the former chapter Wendy Harcourt 
and Jacqueline Pitanguy give a succinct history of the sexual and body politics of Brazil; their 
dialogue offers insight into the institutional and governmental response to and policies regarding 
sexual and reproductive rights. In Chapter 14, Virginia Vargas, working in the broader Latin 
American context, reads “the body as a territory, as a living system, complex and integral” (301). 
For Vargas, indigenous women’s struggle for territory not only constitutes political resistance, but 
goes hand in hand with the end of the patriarchal control of the body. 
Chapters 15 and 16 round out the volume. In the former chapter, Karen Gabriell looks into 
the politics of pleasure and positions. Locating resistance within the body of the researcher, she 
delineates the challenges those studying pornography have to overcome. In the latter chapter, 
Chloe Schwenke traces the status and reception of transgender people in Africa, and juxtaposes 
the relationship between trans activists and feminists in Africa with their counterparts in the USA. 
Locating African feminism within the global feminist scene, Schwenke emphasises the little 
attention gender identity and trans activism have been given in Africa in relation to feminist 
advocacy (334). 
Most contributors to the volume embrace an interdisciplinary approach as they examine 
engendered and embodied knowledge within specific historical and socio-political contexts. The 
rather self-standing contributions constitute both the strength and limitation of the collection: at 
times only tangentially related, the individual chapters invite selective reading, though not an 
appreciation for the findings of the collection as a whole. 
Nonetheless, Gender Politics in the Age of Neoliberalism is not only an ambitious and 
major contribution to gender and development studies, but an indispensable resource for students 
and researchers in contemporary social sciences in general, since it moves from theoretical 
discourses on sexual politics towards embodied experiences resisting neoliberalist ideology. 
Methodologically varied, as the authors’ diverse backgrounds indicate, the essays of the collection 
blur the boundaries between academia and activism: in so doing they effect the volume’s intent; 
smooth the way for further interdisciplinary ventures; and establish (bodies in) resistance as 
indispensable to change in neoliberalist regimes. 
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